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Explore the Kenmare Heritage Trail Discover the rich history of Kenmare on our self-guided
heritage walk. This easy 1.5-kilometer trail takes just 30 to 45 minutes to complete. To guide
your journey, grab a copy of the heritage trail leaflet and map from a local visitor center or
business, and explore the historic sites of interest highlighted below.
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Kenmare, located in County Kerry, is a charming town that offers a unique blend For outdoor enthusiasts, Kenmare offers opportunities for golfing, boating in
of natural beauty, cultural heritage, and authentic Irish experiences. Here are Kenmare Bay, hiking along the Kerry Way and Beara Way trails, cycling through the

some key reasons why Kenmare is considered a wonderful town:

Kenmare’s strategic location south of Killarney National Park makes it an ideal

picturesque surroundings, and exploring the natural wonders of Killarney National
Park and the Caha Mountains. The town’s proximity to these outdoor attractions
makes it an ideal destination for nature lovers.

base for exploring the stunning landscapes of County Kerry. It serves as a

gateway to attractions like the Ring of Kerry, Beara Peninsula, and Caha
Mountains, offering visitors easy access to some of Ireland’s most scenic

destinations.

What sets Kenmare apart is its genuine atmosphere and sense of community.
Visitors can interact with friendly locals who frequent the town’s establishments,
creating an authentic experience that reflects the true spirit of Ireland. Unlike
overly touristy towns, Kenmare maintains its authenticity with everyday stores and
genuine Irish hospitality.

Kenmare boasts a lively pub scene where visitors can enjoy traditional Irish music

performances. The town is home to a variety of pubs catering to different tastes.

In summary, Kenmare stands out as a delightful destination due to its picturesque

The vibrant music culture also adds to the town’s charm and offers an authentic setting, diverse activities, welcoming locals, vibrant pub culture, and overall

Irish experience.

authenticity that captures the essence of Irish life.

over Kilmakilloge Harbour, the Caha

mountnins and MacGillyouddy's Recks
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Whilst every care has been taken to ensure that all the information contained
within this publication is correct, Condor Publishers cannot accept
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SKELLIG MICHAEL - SIGNATURE DISCOVERY POINT 12 -
Visit an extraordinary, far-flung place of pilgrimage. Eight miles off Kerry’s magnificent
Iveragh Peninsula — where Ireland’s highest mountain range sweeps down to the wild
atlantic coast - is one of the wonders of the world. If you're feeling adventurous, try a
taste of heaven on the skellig coast. Halfway round the Iveragh Peninsula, narrow
byways lead off the main Ring of Kerry towards Ballinskelligs. Signs change to Irish and
9 miles offshore two jagged crags -
Oiledin na Scealaga, rise out of the Atlantic: Heavenly!

DURSEY ISLAND - SIGNATURE DISCOVERY POINT 13 -

Take the cable car for ‘Europe’s last sunset’.

It's a dramatic drive along the north edge of the remote Beara Peninsula, with views
north and west across the mussel rafts and seal colonies in Kenmare Bay, to Ireland’s
highest mountains, and the ghostly outline of the Skelligs out at sea. The land ends at
the Dursey Sound - where strong tides make travelling by boat hazardous. Then... Let
nature set the pace in timeless west cork. There’s a timeless air to the area around
Bantry and Glengarriff, at the base of the Beara Peninsula. Nature sets the pace in this
beautiful south west corner of Ireland. And the Atlantic coastline here is blessed by the
warmth of the Gulf Stream. It’s a singular sight.

KERRY TOUR GUIDES
Kerry Tour Guides tours are crafted with passion and a deep knowledge of Ireland’s rich past
and spectacular landscapes. They can show you the magic of Kerry and beyond through
immersive experiences, expert insights and a warm Irish welcome. From one-day tours to
multi-day adventures with tailor-made experiences, they specialise in showcasing the
beauty, history and culture of Kerry, the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland.

 T.+353(0) 86 240 0484 E.info@kerrytourguides.com

: @ Dromquinna Stables
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 THE SQUARE, KENMARE, CO. KERRY.

ACTIVITIES TO ENJOY

GOLFING - Kenmare offers a choice of two 18 hole golf courses. Kenmare Golf Club
is in the centre of the town and The Ring of Kerry Golf and Country Club lies just
4km away. There is also a 12 hole course at Parknasilla, just before Sneem on the
Ring of Kerry road.

FISHING - River, sea and lake fishing is available in the Kenmare area. Contact
John O’Hare, Main Street, Kenmare. T.064 6641499 for more information on the
best places to cast a line, when the seasons start and end and for those all
important licences.

SEAL WATCHING - Kenmare is the only place in Ireland to offer dedicated seal
watching cruises. Kenmare Bay Boat Tours run from Kenmare Pier or take the Star
of Kenmare from Star Outdoors www.staroutdoors.ie

CYCLING - Rent-a-bike available locally

HORSE RIDING - Dromquinna Stables. Enjoy treks to mountains, beach and
woodland. Log onto www.dromquinna-stables.com for more information (See
advertising panels).

KENMARE NEEDLEPOINT LACE - There has been a long history of lacemaking in
Kenmare. The Poor Clare nuns came to the town in 1861 to open a school in which
to educate the local children. They soon saw that the girls had no way of earning a
living. They gave them a skill. That skill was lacemaking. It was the Victorian era.
Queen Victoria wore alot of lace, so it was high fashion, making it a good
commercial item to produce. Not alone did Kenmare Convent become famous for
its delicate needlepoint lace, but also for the beautiful intricate designs painted by
the nuns. Kenmare Lace is still made today at The Kenmare Lace and Design
Centre.
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TOUR OUR BEAUTIFUL AREA

BEARA PENINSULA is shared by Cork and Kerry and this fine coastline has
some of the most outstanding beauty spots of the south west. From Killarney,
take the Kenmare road via Moll's Gap, to Kenmare, continue on to Tuosist,
Lauragh, Ardgroom, Eyeries, Allihies and return along the southern shore of the
Peninsula via Castletownbere, Adrigole, Glengarriff and back to Killarney via
Kenmare.

THE KERRY WAY is a long distance walking route and part of the route extends
from Killarney to Glenbeigh through the Forestry, National Park and the Black
Valley. A detailed leaflet on the route is available from the Tourist Office.

RING OF KERRY - To obtain a really panoramic view of Kerry's most outstanding
scenery, this tour is a must! Extending for 170 km (120 miles) and usually done in
an anti-clockwise direction, it follows the coastline of the Iveragh peninsula, along
the banks of the River Laune to Killorglin, via Glenbeigh, along the southern shores
of Dingle Bay to Kells and Cahirciveen where Valentia Island comes into view. The
tour continues to Waterville and along the coast via Coomakista Pass and
Derrynane and on to Sneem. From Sneem to Kenmare and up the mountain road
to Moll's Gap, then via Ladies' View and back to Killarney (See Ring of Kerry
guide).

MUCKROSS & DINIS TOUR - Take the Killarney to Kenmare road (N71) for 4km
(2.5 miles) to the main entrance to the National Park. This particular tour is best
done by jaunting car, bicycle or on foot. The trip will take you right through the
Muckross Demesne to Dinis. Highlights to be seen are Muckross Abbey,
Muckross House and Gardens, Colleen Bawn Rock, Brickeen Bridge, Dinis Cottage
and Torc Waterfall. This area has some of the finest and most beautiful scenery
and affords magnificent views of the Lake District.

THE SKELLIG EXPERIENCE
Skellig Heritage Centre, Valentia Island, Ring of Kerry, County Kerry.

Contact: 066 9476306. The Skelligs are renowned for their scenery, sea bird
colonies, long-lived lighthouse service, their early Christian monastic architecture
and rich underwater life. The two Skellig islands - Skellig Michael and small
Skellig stand in the Atlantic Ocean 12km south west of Valentia, County Kerry.
The Skellig Rock is one of many scenic attractions in the Kerry region. It is
famous for the puffins and gannets which inhabit it.

BONANE HERITAGE PARK

Contact: 00353 85 7677869 www.bonaneheritagepark.com

Bonane Heritage Park is unique in that it has an abundance of well preserved
multi-period archaeological sites spanning the Stone, Bronze and Iron ages right
up to pre-famine times. It includes one of the most significant Stone Circles in
Ireland. The Park provides visitors with a 2,000m walk on graveled paths
through 5,000 years of history while enjoying breathtaking scenery.
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CINEMA X

The Quay, Bantry Tel: 027 55777 www.cinemaxbantry.ie
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