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The Snug Townhouse

Latin Quarter

Nox Hotel

McDonagh’s Fish & Chips

Claddagh Jewellers

Roundstone Music & Crafts

Aran Island Ferries

Budget Car Rental

Tati’s Bakeaway Cafe & B&B

Galway City Indoor Karting
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Eyre Square Centre            

Edward Square            

Browne Doorway Quincentennial Fountain            

J.F. Kennedy Bust Sculpture Garden           

St. Patrick's Church            

Railway & Bus Station            

Methodist Church           

Augustinian Friary    

An Taibhdhearc Theatre            

Chamber of Commerce           

Custom House            

Galway City Museum            

Christopher Colombus Sculpture            

Galway Cathedral           

 St. Nicholas Church           

 Home of Nora Barnacle

Lynch's Castle (AIB)           

Franciscan Friary            

Town Hall Theatre           

Spanish Arch            

Town House of Lady Greogry           

Home of Padraic O Connaire           

Courthouse            

Galway City Public Library
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Great Attractions

Lynch’s Castle - Galway City.  Tel: 091 567041 - A 12th century castle which was 
extensively altered in 1966 when it was converted into a bank. The exterior 
preserves some of the few remaining Irish gargoyles and the arms of Henry VII, the 
Lynch family and the Fitzgerald’s of Kildare. The stonework detailing around the 
windows is of very good quality and on the ground floor, historical material relating 
to the castle is on display.

Lynch’s Window - Situated in Market Street, this marks the spot where according to 
popular but dubious legend, James Lynch, elected Mayor of Galway in 1493, hanged 
his own son, who had confessed to murdering a visiting Spaniard.

The Claddagh Village - Galway City - A visit to Galway City just isn’t complete without 
a stroll through the Claddagh seafront on the bank opposite the Spanish Arch. The 
thatched cottages which were once home to the city’s fisherman and their families 
are long gone, but the black hulls of currachs, Galway Hookers and Púcáns still contrast 
with the white swans of the Claddagh Basin. Nearby is the Dominican Church and its 
treasure, the 17th century wooden statue known as ‘Our Lady of Galway’.  The world 
famous Claddagh ring owes its origins to this area of Galway.

The Spanish Arch - In front of Spanish Arch is an open quayside area where once 
French and Spanish galleons docked with cargoes of wines, silks and other cargo.  
Later this area was a fish market where local boatmen sold their catch in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries.  Local legend also has it that the Spanish Arch was the last point 
of land contact for Christopher Columbus prior to discovering America.  The Columbus 
Sculpture was presented to the city of Galway by the City of Genoa on the 500th 
anniversary of the discovery of America.

Kirwan’s Lane - is a beautifully restored medieval laneway which hosts some impressive 
historical features as well as some unique businesses. The lane is part of Galway’s historic 
street layout. Among the lane’s historic buildings is Judy Greene’s Pottery Shop which 
formely housed Kirwan’s Lane Theatre in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Riverside Walk - This walk runs along the River Corrib from Wolfe Tone Bridge to the 
Salmon Weir.  Here you can see shoals of salmon lie in season before making their 
way upstream to spawn in Lough Corrib.

Galway City Museum - is situated in the heart of Galway city overlooking the Spanish 
Arch. It houses a variety of exhibitions, well worth a visit.

Nora Barnacle House - Located in Bowling Green adjacent to St. Nicholas' Church is 
the home of Nora Barnacle, the wife of the world famous Irish literary figure, James 
Joyce.  Joyce stayed in the house many times while visiting his in-laws.

The city and county o�ers so much to the visitor and locals alike.... from angling, 
golfing, greyhound racing, swimming beaches to name but a few. There is also a 
great many festivals held throughout the year and a visit to the Discover Ireland 
Centre, Forster Street, Galway City.  T. 091 537700 for more detailed information.

The Aran Islands -  The three Aran Islands are Inis Mór Island (Big Island), Inis 
Meáin Island (Middle Island) and Inis Oírr Island (East Island).  Situated in the heart 
of Galway Bay, the islands are world famous for their geological formation, linguistic 
and cultural heritage and historical monuments including the Dún Anoghasa fort.  
Ferries operate daily to and from the Island from the port of Ros a Mhíl, 23 miles 
from the City.  Shuttle buses operate from the City to the port, pre-booking is 
advisable during the high season  www.aranislandferries.com or 091 568903

As you continue 
through the Wild 
Atlantic Way, the Mayo 
to Clare section of the 
route will o�er up its 
own unique landscape 
for your pleasure.The 
picturesque fjord of 
Killary Harbour nestles 
in the heart of 
Connemara, providing 
the perfect holiday 

So much to do...

A medieval city with hidden gems among its winding streets, Galway is a 
treasure trove of quirky vintage stores and tiny bookshops. Take your taste buds 
on an adventure at the market by Church Lane, chat to the locals or learn about 
Galway's history in the City Museum, located just behind the famous Spanish 
Arch. Galway's thriving creative culture is evident in annual festivals like the 
Cúirt Festival of Literature and of course the Galway Arts Festival. The summer 
festivities continue at the Galway Races. This vibrant and lavish event brings out 
flamboyance and fun, especially at the famous Ladies’ Day competition. Outside 
the city, the awe-inspiring Twelve Bens mountains overlook Connemara, a region 
that is home to a National Park, Irish-speaking Gaeltachts, stately homes 
transformed into welcoming hotels, spectacular beaches and cosy coastal 
villages like Roundstone and Ballyconneely. While in Connemara you should try 
to fit in a visit to Inishbofin Island or the Aran Islands.

Galway County

GALWAY

GALWAY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE
Galway City Museum, Spanish Parade, Galway, H91 CX5P. 
Tel: 1800 230 330
E. irelandwestinfo@failteireland.ie
W. www.discoverireland.ie/places-to-go/visit-galway

Inishark, Galway

Connemara Golf LinksGalway City

Kylemore Abbey, Connemara Walking Tour, Inishark

Dogs Bay, Roundstone Portumna Castle

Cromwells Fort, Inishbofin Kylemore Abbey, Connemara

Streetscape, Galway Trad on the Promenade, Salthill

Busking in Galway City

Salthill - Once a small 
seaside resort 3km west 
of Galway City, Salthill is 
now an important 
suburb of this 
expanding city.  While it 
may have lost some of 
its simple, rural charms, 
it has gained a wealth of 
amenities in the 
process. Galway Bay 
and its lapping waters 
will always be the main 

Roundstone Music & Crafts

Ireland’s Master Bodhran Maker
Roundstone Musical Instruments is the studio and shop of renowned bodhrán 
maker Malachy Kearns, or Malachy Bodhrán as he is fondly known. The Bodhrán 
is one of the oldest Irish musical instruments, a one sided hand held drum that is 
made through traditional methods using treated goat’s skin stretched onto a 
Birch frame. Colourful designs are hand painted onto the bodhrán including by 
request family crests.

Malachy has handmade all of the bodhráns used in Riverdance since 1994 and 
also designed and made the Original Stage Drums used to drive the show!

IDA Kileen Park,  Roundstone, Co. Galway, H91 KD68
Tel: +353-95-35875 | Email: malachykearnso�ice@gmail.com | www.bodhran.com

Galway is a county, an experience to be savoured and remembered. Outside the 
city attractions include the Aran Islands with the Dún Aonghusa fort and fabled 
stone wall network.  Connemara is celebrated for its ethereal beauty and has lots 
to see.  At Dan O’Hara’s Homestead,  the Connemara history and heritage centre 
provides an insight into this wild and lyrical land, while nearby Connemara 
National Park and the magnificent Kylemore Abbey are ‘must sees’.  
Coole-Garryland Nature Reserve Park, once the home of Lady Gregory, is now a 
nature reserve.  Brigit’s Garden near Oughterard has 11 acres of native woodland 
and wildflower meadow. Galway East a quiet, low lying landscape interlaced with 
stone walls, attractions such as Athenry Castle & Heritage Centre, hidden pearls 
like the pre-Christian Turoe Stone, Clonfert Cathedral, Dartfield Horse Museum 
and Portumna Forest Park.  While the Galway Races, Galway International Oyster 
Festival and the Clarenbridge Oyster Festival compete as the social events of the 
season, there’s lots more on o�er for you to see and do such as medieval 
banquets at the castle; a visit to the Ocean & Country Visitor Centre, Glengowla 
Mines or indeed the Ballinasloe Horse Fair, one of the most ancient gatherings in 
the region.

attraction, however, and the visitor has a host of safe, sandy beaches from which 
to choose. Swimming, sunbathing, sail- boarding, snorkelling, sea angling and 
high board diving, can be enjoyed here. For the less energetic, a stroll along 
Ireland’s longest promenade, is strongly recommended, for the fresh Galway Bay 
sea air is a tonic in itself.

hideaway. Sample some delicious and world-renowned local mussels before moving 
on with your journey. The patchwork of tiny lakes in the Derrigimlagh Bog are 
ideally explored by bike, while the magnificent Cli�s of Moher in nearby Clare need 
no introduction. Take your time travelling this section - the wealth of scenic 
attractions is worth savouring. www.wildatlanticway.com
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The Latin Quarter in Galway is a vibrant and historic district, often considered 
the heart and soul of the city. It's a place where medieval architecture blends 
seamlessly with a lively, modern atmosphere, attracting both tourists and locals 
alike. The area is known for its narrow, cobbled streets, colorful buildings, and a 
plethora of shops, restaurants, and traditional Irish pubs. The Latin Quarter's 
name is linked to Galway's historical trade ties with Spain and Portugal. The area 
stretches from the Spanish Arch to the top of Middle Street, St Nicholas Church 
to An Gailearai Beag on Flood Street and everything in-between. The area 
experienced a revival in the 1980s, with old facades revealing the medieval walls 
that now give the area its rustic charm. The Latin Quarter is also home to many 
quirky shops, pubs, and restaurants, with unique businesses holding their own 
alongside larger retailers. The area is a hub for festivals and cultural events 
throughout the year, making it an ideal spot for tourists looking to experience 
the vibrant local culture. The area is best explored on foot, allowing visitors to 
discover hidden gems and soak up the atmosphere.

Cathedral of Our Lady Assumed into Heaven & Saint Nicholas - Galway City.  
Tel: 091563577  www.galwaycathedral.org - The huge octagonal dome of the 
Galway Cathedral towers over Nuns Island and is more reminiscent of Florence 
than the west of Ireland.  It was the last major stone church built in Ireland 
(1957-1965) and is located on the site of the old Galway Gaol.  Galway Cathedral 
boasts an impressive variety of interior art including statues, mosaics and 
stained glass.  Its architecture and design are truly eclectic.

Eyre Square - A very attractive town square, where a plaque stands to the 
memory of John F. Kennedy, who was made a Freeman of the City shortly before 
his death in 1963.

St. Nicholas Collegiate Church - Galway City.  Tel: 091 564648  www.stnicholas.ie 
- Founded in 1320, this church remains one of the best-preserved of Ireland’s 
medieval town churches featuring engaging gargoyles and exterior carvings of 
dragons. The mermaid figure is fitting in a church dedicated to the patron saint 
of mariners. 


